
ILLINOIS READS
A READING STATE OF MIND

Join IRC in the 2027 statewide 
literacy initiative!  Six books in 
each age band, birth to adult, 
with fun activities, book clubs, 
author events, and more!  Order 
bookmarks and posters today!
   

Visit our website for more information
www.illinoisreads.org

Ages Birth to 4
Tiny T. Rex Tries Soccer 
	 by Jonathan Stutzman and 
	 illustrated by Jay Fleck
I was Born a Baby 
	 by Meg Fleming
Roaring Mad Riley: An Anger 
Management Story for Kids 
	 by Allison Szczecinski, M.Ed.
A Home Like This 
	 by Laura Purdie Salas and 
	 illustrated by Miriam Nerlove
Sleepy Solar System 
	 by Dr. John Hutton and 
	 illustrated by Doug Cenko
The Pool is Cool 
	 by Dwayne Reed

Grades K to 2
I Know Things 
	 by Karla Clark
Jayden Noticed 
	 by Carolyn Crimi
Not a Dog 
	 by Claudia Guadalupe Martínez
Pumpkin Smash! 
	  Michelle Schaub
I am Not a Costume 
	 by Maria DesJarlait 
Chinese Kite Festival 
	 by Rich Lo

Grades 3 to 5
Growing Together 
	 by Ruth Spiro
My Word, Theodore!: How Books, Writing, 
and Reading Saved Theodore Roosevelt 
	 by Kate Hannigan
Quetzal’s Labyrinth 
	 by Karla Arenas Valenti
Golemcrafters 
	 by Emi Watanabe Cohen
Framed: A Graphic Novel 
	 by Karina Evans and Andrea Bell
Stick Dog Meets Poo-Poo 
	 by Tom Watson

Grades 6 to 8
Sisters Alone 
	 by Shifa Saltagi Safadi
Shook 
	 by Julian Randall
The Forgotten War: A World War II 
Battle on American Soil 
	 by Candace Fleming
Where the Wild Horses Are 
	 by Amy Alznauer
Wyatt the Wild 
	 by Jeff Miller
Every Story Ever Told 
	 by Ami Polonsky

Grades 9 to 12
The Sixth Faction 
	 by Veronica Roth
Adam, Mine. 
	 by K. Ancrum
If We Survive the Night 
	 by Jo Salazar
One Word, Six Letters 
	 by Adib Khorram
Verity Vox and the Curse of Foxfire 
	 by Don Martin
Rabbit & Juliet 
	 by Rebecca  Stafford

Adult
It’s Not Her 
	 by Mary Kubica
The Book of Lost Hours: A Novel 
	 by Hayley Gelfuso
Savvy Summers and the Sweet 
Potato Crimes: A Mystery 
	 by Sandra Jackson-Opoku
Better Good: A Simple System for 
Creating Lasting Impact 
	 by Scott M. Curran
Simple Sugar: Comforting Baking 
Recipes with Midwestern Heart 
	 by Jenna Barnard
The Girl Who Was Taken 
	 by Charlie Donlea


